
 

One of my favorite stories is a fable by the Brothers Grimm. The story is 

called “Stone Soup.” It tells the tale of several travelers who come to a town and 

set up a pot in the town square, to which they add only water and a stone. One of 

the villagers becomes curious and asks the travelers what they are doing. The 

travelers reply that they are making stone soup which tastes wonderful, 

though it was missing something to improve the flavor. Although he 

didn’t have much, the villager was happy to contribute a little bit of 

garnishment to help them out. Another villager walked by and also 

inquired about the pot. The travelers again mentioned their stone soup, which 

still hadn’t reached its full potential. The villager handed them a little bit of 

seasoning to help them out. As more and more villagers walked by, they each 

added another ingredient. Finally, a delicious and nourishing pot of soup was 

enjoyed by all.  

The fable of the stone soup is about cooperation amid scarcity. The story 

can also be thought of as the Emperor’s New Clothes in reverse, where nothing is 

revealed to be something after all.  

I think of a stone soup victory garden that fertile minds set root in to 

dream of a community garden at Riverbend Park. Imagine growing giant orange 

pumpkins for Pumpkins in the Park. And corn – lots of corn – and summer 

squash. And we can’t forget about tomatoes. The list goes on and on. Of course, 

there has to be scarecrows because there’s an old garden lore that states “ye shall 

plant four seeds, for one is for the rook, one is for the crow, one to die, and one to 

grow.” 

Imagine a community vegetable garden. No planting grass, no smokin’ the 

rope. Because according to Michael Pollan, “a lawn is nature under totalitarian 

rule.” The “stone soup” garden would be a place where local folks can share 

garden wisdom and their green thumbs with those who are 

starting their first garden. Because every gardener knows 

better than the other gardener. Gardeners know to be patient, 

for gardening is the slowest of the performing arts. And they 

know that weeding and watering is great therapy for anyone 

who needs time to relax. Yes, a stone soup garden at 

Riverbend, with sunflowers towering overhead greeting 

visitors to the Feather River on hot summer days and nights. 

A daydream when a stone hits the water in the Feather River, 



rippling outward to those who will partake. Like a compost pile cooking old 

organic matter to new macro and micro nutrients to produce an abundant and 

living soil producing healthy food for the cost of little or nothing but for the 

seeds.  

There could even be a chicken coop, complete with happy girls 

and a rooster to crow out to those who are willing to try their hand 

at simple basic natural gardening. Because there is nothing more 

real and essential to our minds and our hearts than being closer 

to the earth.  

Locally there are four farmers’ markets producing healthy food to provide 

to the community. Why not a new community garden at Riverbend? This could 

be a paving stone to unity for the bounty of Oroville and a headstone to our 

natural existence on this good earth now and in the end.  

For more information or to become involved in developing a community 

garden, please contact FRRPD at 533-2011. 

 

 
 

Fun Facts  
 

  A tomato is a fruit, but it is legally known as a vegetable. 

 

  The average American eats 13 pounds of tomatoes a year   

(plus 20 pounds a year in the form of ketchup, salsa, soup, and 

BBQ sauce). 

 

  The biggest tomato on record weighed in at a hefty 7 pounds 12 ounces.    

It was grown by Gordon Graham of Oklahoma. 

 

  Cool as a cucumber? It's true... the inside of a cucumber on the vine 

measures as much as 20 degrees cooler than the outside air on a warm day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Facts 



 

  

    “Gardening gives one back a sense of  

      proportion that everything accept itself.” 
                   ~Mary Sarton, Plant Dreaming Deep 

 

               “To get the best results you must  

“One cannot have enough   talk to your vegetables.”  

  of this delicious stuff.”            ~Prince Charles 

            ~ E.V. Rieu 

                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you in the parks!    
 

 

 

  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i_found_out_why_cats_drink_out_of_the_toilet-my/226931.html

